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nts have to work hard during the summer to
build their homes and gather food for the winter,
but the Dilly Dally family have a different tradition: they always play first. If they have any
time, then they work a little.
The Family Work Play ants, however, first
build their house and gather their food, then they
relax and have fun. So they built a strong house
and had lots of food for the coming winter.
When the long, cold winter came, the Dilly
Dally family had a tough time getting food and
keeping warm. However, they learned an important lesson, and changed their name to Family
Work First.
In this delightful and inspiring book, Carl
Sommer shows the importance of diligence,
responsibility, and having a proper work ethic.
Children will learn that by working first and
playing later, it will bring them much greater
happiness. Grades 1-4.
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Once there was a great city of ants—big and
busy.
One day, two families decided to leave the
crowded city and move to the country. They
were Family Work Play and Family Dilly Dally.
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Family Dilly Dally packed all their things.
They were eager to find a new place where they
would have lots of fun.

Family Work Play also packed all their things.
They were sad to be leaving their friends in the
city, but happy to be starting a new home in the
country.
Both families waved good-bye to their friends,
and off they went—out into the big, wide world.
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Papa Dilly Dally immediately found a place
to rest. “We have plenty of time to build a new
home. Let’s rest first and have some fun.”
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Papa Work Play immediately gathered his
family together. “It takes a lot of hard work
to build a new home. Let’s get started right
away.”
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Family Work Play decided to look for a place
where they could find lots of food. They searched
long and hard until they found just the right
place to build their home.
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“This is an excellent place for us to find food,”
said Mama Work Play. Papa immediately began
making plans for their new home.
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After a time of rest and play, Family Dilly Dally
decided to look for a place where they could have
plenty of fun. They searched for just the right
place to build their house.
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They were excited when they found a large
shade tree next to a beautiful lake. Although
they had to walk far to get food, it was a perfect
place for them to have lots of fun.
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In the mornings they dug their basement, and
in the afternoons they gathered food.
“In a few months it will get bitter cold,” Papa
warned. “Let’s work hard now so when winter
comes we’ll have a nice home and plenty of food.”
In the evenings they relaxed and played.
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Meanwhile Family Work Play went right to
work. In their home it was early to bed and early
to rise.
“We are Family Work Play!” Papa would say.
“And that means we work first, then play. Every
day we will have time to relax and play, but we
must always do our work first.”
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By late summer their house was almost
finished, and their basement was nearly full.
Still every day they gathered more food to make
sure they would have enough for the coming
winter.
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All through the hot summer months, Family
Work Play worked long and hard.
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Since they went to bed late, they slept late.
Often they did not even bother going to bed.
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Things were much different by the lake. Since
Family Dilly Dally did not like hard work, they
quickly built a tiny house. They wanted a nice,
big home . . . but they would build it later. For now
they just wanted to have fun—and lots of it.
In the evenings they stayed up late watching
their favorite TV shows.
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When they finally did wake up, it was already
hot outside . . . much too hot to work. So they
began their day by relaxing and playing under
the big shade tree.
They waited until the cool evenings to look
for something to eat. And since food was so far
away, it was not long before someone would say,
“It’s getting dark. Let’s go home.”
“That’s a good idea!” they all would agree.
And so it went—day after day, week after
week. Family Dilly Dally gathered only enough
food for the next day.
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By the end of summer, Family Dilly Dally’s
small house was still unfinished. And they had
no food stored for the winter.
But they had lots of fun.
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Mama Work Play felt sad for Family Dilly
Dally. “We must warn our friends that unless
they work first, things will be very hard for them
when the cold winter comes.”
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Every day, as Family Work Play went to gather
food, Family Dilly Dally would call out to them,
“Come! Play ball with us.”
“We can’t play now,” the hard-working ants
would say. “We must work first, then we can
play.”
“Don’t be so foolish!” Family Dilly Dally would
say. “Be like us! We play first, then we work.”
“Oh no! In our family, we work first.”
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Mama Work Play went to Family Dilly Dally’s
home and knocked on the door. “Come in,”
called Mama Dilly Dally from her couch. “What
brings you here?”
“I’ve noticed that you’re not preparing for the
coming winter,” Mama Work Play warned. “It’s
going to get very cold, and then it will be hard to
find food.”
“Oh, don’t worry about us,” said Mama Dilly
Dally sweetly. “Our family just loves to play.
There’s still plenty of time to get food for the
winter. Anyway, thanks for coming.”
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Mama Work Play left the house very sad. She
felt sorry for Family Dilly Dally because she
knew they were going to suffer much during the
coming cold winter.
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When fall arrived, Family Work Play’s basement
was completely filled with food.
“I’m proud of the way you’ve worked,” Mama
Work Play told her children. “Now we have plenty
of food for the winter.”
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“And we’ve finished building our home,” said
Papa Work Play. “Let’s have some fun.”
“Hooray!” shouted the children.
They packed some games and a basket full of
food. Then they headed for the lake.
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They had a wonderful time at the lake.
“Since we’re well prepared for winter,” said
Papa Work Play, “we’ll have much more time to
relax and play.”
Now Family Work Play had fun.
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One windy day Papa Dilly Dally called his
family together and sadly announced, “Fall is
here, and that means we must begin to get food
for the winter.”
“Oh noooo . . . !” they all complained.
“It’s
getting cold outside, and the food is far away!”
“We played first,” Papa told them. “Now we
must work!”
They finally headed out to search for food, but
they moaned and groaned the whole time.
Now Family Dilly Dally had lots of work.
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Wintertime found Family Work Play in their
warm, cozy home. No longer did they have to go
out into the cold to find something to eat—their
basement was full of food.
Now Family Work Play had lots of fun.

Proof Copy

32

33

Proof Copy
Wintertime found Family Dilly Dally in the
cold outdoors. Leaves covered the ground, and it
became very hard to find food.
Still every day they had to go out and search
for something to eat. Now they had no time to
play.
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Soon it became bitter cold, and Family Dilly
Dally had to dig through ice and snow to find
food.
Every day it was the same—searching and
digging, digging and searching—and still their
tummies were never quite full. Although they
grumbled and complained, it did them no good.
Now it was all work . . . and no play.
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“I’m sorry,” said Papa Work Play, “but we don’t
have enough food for both our families.”
Papa Dilly Dally left the house very sad. “I feel
sorry for them,” said Mama Work Play. “It’s hard
to find food in the cold winter. Shouldn’t we try
to feed them?”
“I feel sorry for them too,” said Papa. “But if
we feed them, they might never learn to work
first. Besides, if they work very hard, they will
find enough food—even if it gets icy cold.”
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“I’ve got a great idea!” said Papa Dilly Dally.
“I’ll ask Family Work Play for help. They have
plenty of food.”
When he went into their house, he was
surprised by how nice and warm it was. “My,
what a beautiful home you have!”
“Thank you,” they said.
“Could you please give us food for the winter?”
Papa Dilly Dally asked. “It’s much too cold
outside to be searching for food.”
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Day after day, week after week, Family Dilly
Dally shivered as they dug in the snow. They
were always hungry and cold . . . and thankful to
find even a crumb. All the fun things that they
had done were long forgotten.
Now it was nothing but work . . . work . . . and
more work!
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In the middle of winter it turned icy cold. The
snow was deep and finding food was harder than
ever. Still every day—from sunrise to sunset—
Family Dilly Dally had to trudge a long way
through the deep snow to search for food.
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Little by little the snow melted, and the frosty
fields turned green again. Spring had arrived,
and not a moment too soon for Family Dilly
Dally.
It was not easy living through the cold, harsh
winter. But they learned a lesson—the hard way.
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Papa Dilly Dally gathered his family together.
He cleared his throat and slowly said, “I have
something very important to say. I am no
longer . . . a Dilly Dally!”
The kids were shocked. “What do you mean,
Papa?”
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Papa put on a new hat—a work hat—and then
explained, “I’m going to have a new name! We were
foolish for playing first, instead of working first.”
Mama agreed. “I don’t want to be a Dilly Dally
either!”
“Neither do we!” shouted the kids.
Just then some old friends came by.
“Hi there!” It was Family Work Play. “How’s
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everything going, Mr. Dilly Dally?”
Papa pointed to his new work hat and said,
“I’m no longer a Dilly Dally!”
“Neither are we!” shouted Mama and the kids.
“We’re changing our name.”
Papa stood real tall. “From now on our new
name will be . . . Family Work First!”
“Hooray!” cheered Mama and the kids.
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Family Work First wasted no time, but
immediately went to work. They began building
a new home right next to Family Work Play.
In the mornings they dug their basement and
built their home. In the afternoons they gathered
food . . .
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. . . and in the evenings they relaxed and
played.
Best of all, from that day on they lived up to
their new name—Family WORK FIRST!
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By Carl Sommer

Illustrated by Jorge Martinez, Greg Budwine, & Kennon James

Children will be captivated when they read along with author Carl Sommer
as he tells these interesting and exciting award-winning stories. Each story has
realistic sound effects, dynamic music, and a Karacter Kidz® song.

Under "Free Resources" at our website, print free character-building
lesson plans, activity pages, award certificates, posters, games, English
lessons, writing ideas, coloring pages, puzzles, quizzes, and much more.

www.AdvancePublishing.com
Carl Sommer, an award-winning author and devoted educator has a passion for
communicating virtues and practical learning skills. Out of his rich experiences
he has authored numerous books and literacy programs. Some books are free
at the above website. Sommer is also a successful businessman with three businesses, and he continues to write and develop educational materials.

Carl Sommer

Over 750 Pages of FREE
Character-Building Resources!
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★★★ Award-Winning ★★★

Each book communicates a warmth and tenderness that is certain to
delight children as they learn positive character traits for successful living.
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