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Story Time Interaction

Read 3ÏÌɯ+ÐŲÓÌɯ1ÌËɯ3ÙÈÐÕ, and then write these three virtues on the board: perseverance, 
compassion, and civic virtue. Define and discuss these virtues.

Discuss the main characters: The Li�le Red Train, the big trains, the Kinderfelds, and the 
people on the mountain.

Activities

���‹�“�Ž�Œ�•�’�Ÿ�Ž�œ�ñ To use the following activities to help reinforce the virtues of civic virtue, 
compassion and perseverance. To guide students to consider that working together can 
overcome obstacles and complete seemingly impossible tasks.

Story Description
Trapped high on a mountain by deep snow, hungry townspeople 

wait desperately for one of the three big trains to bring them food, but 
they all refuse to go up the mountain.  Seeing the desperate situation, 
The Little Red Train and a family of brave helpers decide to go up the 
mountain in spite of the ridicule from the big trains.  The Little Red 
Train and it helpers overcome severe obstacles and save the people from 
starvation. 

In this exciting and vividly illustrated book, Carl Sommer shows the 
value of perseverance, compassion, and civic virtue, and children learn 
to sing the song of, Try!  Try!  Try!  

Major Objective
To define and present the following virtues so they can be integrated into the life of 

each student:
• ���Ž�›�œ�Ž�Ÿ�Ž�›�Š�—�Œ�Ž�ñ continuing to do something until the obstacles are overcome and 
the task is completed
• ���˜�–�™�Š�œ�œ�’�˜�—�ñ having a desire to help someone in distress or misfortune 
• ���’�Ÿ�’�Œ�1���’�›�•�ž�Ž�ñ�1showing moral goodness in carrying out the responsibilities related 
to the community where you live
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